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They were more than companions, but good friends who shared adventures as they traveled the globe trying to complete their medical education. As such, my family has detailed knowledge about the events that Mr. Bartrip describes. The author is to be commended for his labors in unearthing most of the factual details of what was truly a strange and circuitous path.
In the article, however, Mr. Bartrip makes the assertion that Dr. Selikoff, "in terms of medical education and qualification," was a "fraud."
2 Most of Mr. Bartrip's assertion of fraud rests on the belief that Dr. Selikoff "never obtained the M.D. degree" 3 and was therefore not entitled to use the M.D. designation. Mr. Bartrip also asserts that Dr. Selikoff never had a proper initial medical education. Additionally, the author tries to paint a picture of Dr. Selikoff as being either duplicitous or confused about his own medical background. We were outraged by these charges, as we have documented proof from Dr. Chromow's files that Dr. Selikoff was granted a valid Doctor of Medicine (M.D.) degree. We can also show that Dr. Selikoff Doctor of Medicine."
7 While there might be some semantic confusion, both because of the passage of time and in culturally decoding the old Middlesex records, the recipient of the degree was not confused. In a letter written by Dr. Chromow as he applied for an orthopedic staff position in March , 8 he clearly states that he had an "M.D." degree from Middlesex University. The final piece of evidence, an actual medical diploma from Middlesex, has not turned up in our searches, but as shown below, that really is not so surprising.
Mr. Bartrip points out that Middlesex University School of Medicine (MUSM) had numerous problems, and in , the Massachusetts Approving Authority denied its medical accreditation. Yet regardless of the so-called quality of education at MUSM, it was still a recognized, degree-issuing educational institution in , when the medical degrees were granted to Dr. Selikoff and his companions. (In fact, Dr. Chromow had been "examined and found qualified" by the Massachusetts Board of Registration in Medicine in November , with acknowledgment of his medical degree from Middlesex, and was thereby registered as a physician in Massachusetts.
9 ) So to state that Dr. Selikoff did not have a medical degree is simply wrong.
One might still be tempted to call Dr. Selikoff a fraud if his M.D. degree from MUSM represented the whole of his medical education. The degree granted by MUSM was considered to be Class "B," and some medical examining boards did not accept it. Why would the three students have attended a Class "B" institution? Dr. Chromow explained this quite clearly in the letter written to Dr. Wolfson in March , to which he had appended a "dossier of my medical training and experience." He had pursued medical studies at the University of Melbourne in -, "to complete requirements for professional studies for Scottish Triple Qualification.
In  found myself arriving in the United States ready to trans-ship for Scotland and my final examinations . . . Because of more stringent wartime rules . . . , was not allowed to make the crossing.
I then entered and completed the senior year at Middlesex University in Boston [sic], a Grade B medical school as the only solution available to me which would have allowed me to continue my medical training in the special situation in which I had found myself, to wit:
. I was a possessor of a medical course for which I had not yet attained the degree which would have followed passing the required professional examination in Scotland.
. I was not allowed to cross over from the United States to Scotland because of the war. Accordingly, having no alternative other than dropping medicine, I repeated the final year at Middlesex University, obtained their M.D. degree October of , and immediately took and passed the License Examination for the State of Massachusetts, and then did a general rotating internship in the Israel Zion Hospital of Brooklyn (now Maimonides) from // to //. While interning at Israel Zion Hospital, I again offered myself to the armed services, and was informed that they were no longer taking physicians from civilian life, and a Grade B graduate was considered in that category, and therefore, the armed services had no further demands on me . . . " The truth is that the time spent by the three New York medical students at Middlesex University, and previously at the University of Melbourne, was unintended, a response to world events beyond their control. Their plan all along was not to get a "Medical Degree," per se, but to study for and receive the Scottish Triple Qualification, as the means to starting their medical careers.
As Mr. Bartrip tries to build his case about Dr. Selikoff's poor medical background, he points out the perceived problem of the quality of education received at Scottish medical schools. The author notes that the New York and New Jersey Boards of Examiners, in , "announced their intention to cease recognizing the triple qualification." 13 Per Dr. Chromow's files that decision was fiercely contested, and the status of the Triple Qualification was a matter of discussion for some years.
One document in the Chromow archive details the response to the New York State announcement made by American medical students studying at the Scottish schools. In an informational statement distributed around  by The So, despite Mr. Bartrip's assertion that Dr. Selikoff's "professional prospects were blighted" in part "by the decisions of the New York and New Jersey Boards," 17 it would seem from Dr. Chromow's correspondences that these "decisions" were not as binding as the author would have us believe.
With three years of medical training completed by , and prevented by the U.S. State Department from crossing the Atlantic, Dr. Selikoff and his companions pursued coursework beyond Scotland during the war years with clear goals: to complete their required studies for the Scottish exams and to keep moving forward in their medical training. In early , the trio was finally able to return to Scotland, where they achieved the Triple Qualification and had their names entered into the British Medical Register. When they returned to the United States toward the summer of , their Triple Qualification was recognized as an indication of an acceptable medical education, and allowed them to be examined and licensed first in New York State in  and then by reciprocity in New Jersey in .
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As Dr. Chromow later makes clear in numerous letters to various medical examining boards, it was his passing of the Triple Qualification and his British medical registration that gave him the necessary credential to apply for additional training and licensing, and not his Middlesex medical degree. Since he was able to pursue further training and licensing, it appears that his argument was accepted. Similarly, as Dr. Selikoff and Dr. Bernstein each pursued a specialty, their education, training and experience were examined and vouched for by medical examining boards in the United States. This was a process that all medical professionals had to go through continuously as they furthered their careers, and I would hope that if any of them were being "fraudulent," the examiners would have picked up on it.
So with a recognized medical education completed at two institutions on two continents, an accredited medical degree received on a third continent, and the successful completion of licensing exams in two countries, Dr. Selikoff can hardly be considered lacking "in terms of medical education and qualification." My assertion is that the term "fraud" has been used inappropriately. Furthermore, the author knew that his research and knowledge were incomplete, 19 in part because he was admittedly unable to examine original source records held at Mt. Sinai Hospital in New York. Mr. Bartrip also apparently disregarded the judgment of numerous peer review committees who would have examined Dr. Selikoff's credentials toward internship, residency, and licensure opportunities. Hence, given the gravity of the charge, it is my strongly held opinion that use of the term "fraud" in this context was irresponsible.
In an attempt to support his charge of fraud, Mr. Bartrip highlights Dr. Selikoff's differing answers in various medical directories and court cases regarding his medical training, answers given over a period of thirty years. In trying to understand and explain why Dr. Selikoff represented his training to the public as he did, Mr. Bartrip apparently can only conclude that Dr. Selikoff was confused or "untruthful. Getting a key fact wrong and arriving at an incorrect conclusion, while regrettable, is understandable. What has greatly disturbed my family is the tone of Mr. Bartrip's article. While focused on Dr. Selikoff, the accusations and implications in this article also reflect on the experience and reputation of my father-in-law, and all the other young Jewish adults who battled numerous entrenched interests on their way to becoming doctors. Unfortunately, Mr. Bartrip does not seem to have an emotional clue as to what it took for a Jewish man to become a medical doctor and then establish a medical practice in the first half of the twentieth century. His paper refers to the problem of anti-Semitism, but then seems to dismiss it as not having any important part in the story he is telling. I see two ways of viewing this story. One way is to look at this twisting path to a medical education and conclude that since the foundation is suspect, the careers built on it must also be. The other way would be to conclude that men who were able to overcome such obstacles, and build such careers, and perform such outstanding public service, should be regarded as role-models of perseverance and determination, and possibly, in the battle against prejudice, as heroes.
I believe Mr. Bartrip owes the family, friends, and colleagues of Dr. Selikoff an apology for publishing such a disparaging paper. When writing such a paper, I would hope that any researcher would double-check all the facts. Mr. Bartrip could have presumed that Dr. Chromow would have had knowledge of the events he was writing about, yet he never tried to make contact with any of his family to see what pertinent records they might have. We would have loved to share our knowledge. Sadly, we now feel compelled to share our information in this manner.
I never had the pleasure of meeting Irving Selikoff, or Bernard Chromow, or Israel Bernstein. Those who knew them told their story to me, and now that I have had the opportunity to read the written record, I am even more impressed. These were not perfect men, and they were forced to be resourceful in using the system to get where they wanted to go. Yet they
